
Consolidating the course 
 
 
 

 

Background to the Examples 01 and 02 
The Examples were made using very simple tools. The tools 
used were 

1. S5 - Simple Standards-based Slide Show System  
2. Photostage 
 

General features of the two tools 
1. Without customising the tools and just by accepting 

their default capabilities, both Examples were readied 
in less than 15 minutes. Of course images, text and 
audio – the raw materials were gathered in advance.  
Saving time must be considered as the primary 
requirement of any tool and this requirement should be 
compromised only if the tool is incapable of doing what 
is desired.  

2. Both tools are free. This is the second requirement. It is 
always desirable to use free and open source software, 
especially when we cannot afford licenses for the 
proprietary software like Microsoft Office. Further in 
the course, we will introduce you to many more such 
tools, some of them comparable in features to MS 
Power Point.    

3. As the tutorials will show, the tools are very easy to 
use.  

4. The tools are specific to the task. While S5 is ideal for 
text based presentations, Photostage can create audio 
supported slideshows. Here we emphasise the need to 
have a collection of tools to choose from for specific 
tasks.  

5. Can be used to meet specific instructional needs 
 
The aim of the two examples in this course was to 

1. debate the relevance of the sample Examples in 
language classes.  

2. arrive at some considerations for text, images and audio 
in a presentation. 

 
Four e-participants submitted their assessments of the 
Examples. Their assessments have helped in realising the aims 
stated above and the consolidation of the course is being done 
in two steps. Step 1 is restricted to the analyses of the 
submitted assessments. Step 2 is the generalization of the use 
of presentations in elementary classes.  

 



A compilation of assessments 
 
Issue Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 Assessment 4 
Example 01 is expected to 
help in a read-aloud session. 
Comment on this keeping in 
mind  
1. the ease with which 
children can scan and read 
the text 
2. the need or not for 
displaying chunks of text one 
at a time 
3. the need or not for colour 
change in text. 

It is easy for children to scan 
and read the text. But the text 
should be short and a 
sentence should be on the 
screen one after another and 
not displayed at the same 
time. The display of the text 
all at one go (in this case 3 
full sentences, makes learners 
pay attention to the text 
below the one they are 
reading...this is especially 
true for young children). 
Chunking of the text is 
needed. The change in the 
color text is good...since the 
learners realise that they have 
finished one line. But here 
also it is possible that they 
might get distracted if they 
hit a button by mistake and 
the text colour gets changed. 

Text size is good. The colour 
change helps children. The 
dull text should not be visible 
to start with. 

The text seems to be 
comparatively smaller than 
the heading- "Three Little 
Pigs". Hence, if this 
presentation has a role to play 
in a read-aloud session, 
children can not easily scan 
and read the text. The 
heading is 'highly' readable, 
though. The font of the text 
needs to be increased for 
better reading. 
If the chunks of the text are 
not displayed one at a time, 
the text would not look 
organised and hence 
unpresentable. However 
every chunk need not have 
the heading as it would 
disturb the continuity of 
entire text reading. 
 
Colours definitely attract 
children. So change in colour 
would be great. But too many 
of these would spoil the 
game. If used selectively and 
properly, colours in text, or 
for that matter, even textual 
style at certain places may 
give an attractive look to the 
text. Clarity should be kept in 
mind because the purpose of 
presentation is to make the 
text readable. 

The picture was clear and 
children could read 

The role of images. Comment 
on  

Images are the best way for 
the learners to relate to the 

Images in a read-aloud 
presentation have little role. 

Images certainly help in the 
reading, especially for 

The images were good 



1. whether images help in the 
reading or distract the reader 
2. If not a distracter, 
comment on the size and 
placement of the image 

text. However the placement 
can be alternatively place 
around the text at different 
places so that the learners 
look forward to being more 
engaged in the reading. The 
use of 2-3 pictures in medium 
size frame can attend to the 
learners needs. Also the 
picture must depict a new 
concept or vocabulary word 
which they are not familiar 
with so that the learning is 
possible. As an example; if 
children are not familiar with 
the concept of grass hut then 
a picture of grass hut should 
be shown (as shown in the 
story) 

They can at best be used to 
attract attention. Because 
children need not look at the 
images while reading, we 
could do one of the following: 
1. Show all images of the story 
first, something like Example 
02 without audio, and give a 
quick summary of the story. 
Subsequent slides can 
concentrate on the text that has 
to be read out. 
2. Intersperse slides with 
images and text. That is show 
the image and talk about that 
part of the story conveyed by 
the image. The physical things 
– for example straw and how 
straw can be used to make 
houses … (if that is also one of 
the aims of the lesson) can be 
talked about. The next slide is 
the text that has to be read.  
 
What I am trying to say is 
giving primary role to either 
text or images depending on 
which is being used.  
 

children. They help in better 
perception and understanding 
if they are properly 
synchronised with the text. 
 
The size of the image should 
be in accordance with the 
text. In the given Example, 
image size is comparatively 
larger than that of the text. 
Therefore, it can be slightly 
reduced. 
 
It is better to place the images 
beside the text or its chunk. 
This would help children read 
the text as well as look at the 
images simultaneously, for 
better understanding. In this 
case, images seem to be 
rightly placed. 

The layout. Comment on 
1. The overall layout of the 
presentation 
2. The need or not of a header 
3. The balance between the 
text and images 
4. Aspects in the layout that 
are not appealing 

The overall layout of the 
presentation is good. The 
header can change with each 
slide...like 3 little pigs on the 
way ahead....or 3 little pigs 
building homes, so that the 
learners' attention is caught 
on what shall happen next. 
There is definitely the need 
for header. There is good 
balance of text and images. 

Text is prominent. The rest 
adds to the appeal. Can’t 
decide if they are essential. 
We could ask children, but 
then, there is no guarantee of a 
unanimous decision. 

The overall layout of the 
presentation is satisfactory 
and can be improved to get 
better outcomes. 
 
A header introduces the text 
to the reader and is helpful in 
creating ample curiosity for 
reading the text. Hence it has 
to be placed before the text 
starts. However in the given 

The layout of the pictures 
could be larger then as the 
text appears come back to the 
now position 



But the important thing is 
that the font size should be 
bigger since big fonts are 
readable for young children. 
The blue header and footer 
stripes take away the beauty 
and attention grabs from the 
image since the images have 
soft color tones. Thus the 
learners concentrate on the 
images to get better view. 

example, the header is 
repeated several times which 
is not necessary. This also 
distracts continuous flow of 
reading the text and perceive 
it correctly, which is an 
important aspect of reading. 
 
It is very important that the 
text and the images 
synchronise well in terms of 
size, placement and 
relevancy. In the given 
element, size of the image 
and that of the text do not 
seem to be balanced. But they 
are very much relevant to the 
chunk-text. The pictures of 
the images convey the textual 
message clearly. However, in 
the first image, a picture of 
the mother pig would have 
done better. 
 
The following aspects seem 
to be not much appealing: 
#The first slide that has a 
header "Three Little Pigs" 
can be made more attractive. 
#The heading in the text is 
repeated several times. 
#The size of the images is 
very large when compared to 
the text font. 

Navigation. Comment on the 
need or not of  
1. The Progress indicator in 
the footer (The "X of Y" text; 
where "X" is the current 
slide's number, and "Y" is the 

The indicator of the slide nos. 
in the footer is a good way of 
making the learners realise 
where they are in terms of 
their relative position in the 
reading and how much 

Good. Gives more control to 
the teacher. 

The progress indicator in the 
footer is not of much help for 
the reader (children), it serves 
the presenter with some 
information regarding the 
slides though. 

sorry I  didn’t check that 



total number of slides) 
2. Ability to jump to any 
slide by using the pull-up 
menu at the bottom right of 
the footer 

progress they need to make. 
The Navigation menu 
wherein one could jump to 
any slide is a good idea but it 
was not functional. Whenever 
I tried to put the cursor in the 
slide no. frame it would get 
pulled down automatically. 
Also since the navigation bar 
was not actually visible but it 
came up only when the 
cursor was put in the right 
side of the window, made it 
little improper since some 
learners might be left-handed. 

A good presentation has an 
equally good conclusion. 
Hence if the presenter is able 
to jump from slide to slide, 
he/she will be able to 
summarize and conclude the 
presentation well. In this 
case, may be in giving the 
moral of the story. This will 
also help the teacher, in case 
a learner with lesser reading 
skills is required to read 
chunks of the text repeatedly. 

Example 02 can be used for 
reading-along provided 
children have access to the 
book. In comparison to 
Example 01, what are the 
advantages or disadvantages 
of Example 02 vis-à-vis 
reading is concerned. 

The advantage of Example 02 
is that the learners shall be 
able to relate to the Example 
01 with the help of the audio 
inputs. They shall be able to 
connect the words and 
sentences heard with their 
reading. This increases the 
general language fluency. 
Another advantage is that 
both visual and auditory 
learner needs are taken care 
of. But the disadvantage is 
that some learners might feel 
distracted with listening and 
thus (if done regularly) they 
might not be good readers; 
there by they might slip down 
in reading skills. 

The way the story is narrated 
is good. As a teacher, I can get 
somebody good in story-
telling to narrate the story for 
greater impact. Children can 
also follow the style. They 
may get interested in reading. 

Both the presentations hold 
good as far as their respective 
utility is concerned. But as 
for reading, Example 02 has 
the following - 
Advantages - not much 
except that the slide 
movement is very appealing. 
Disadvantages - can distract a 
good reading session, if is 
presented in between. It can 
also create confusion while 
reading as it may go faster 
than actual reading. 

 

If Example 02 is not used for 
reading-aloud, what other 
purposes can it serve? 

Example 02 best serves the 
purpose of keeping it as an 
option with the reading 
passage. The learners are 
given reading part. The 
auditory learners have to read 

Don’t know. Perhaps as a 
model of how one should read 
the story? 

Example02 can be much 
useful when a presenter wants 
to give an introduction of 
what has to be read. 
Alternatively it can also be 
taken as a summarizing or 

 



first and then (given their 
learning style) they can 
follow up with Example 02 to 
understand better. Example 
02 is also useful to develop 
writing skills whereby the 
learners listen to the passage 
and then write down the 
story. 

concluding unit of a complete 
session of read-aloud and 
read-along as a whole. 
 
Another purpose that 
Example02 can serve is to 
demonstrate the reading in 
terms of pronunciation, stress 
on words etc. 

Any other comment on 
Example 01 

It would do a good 
presentation if the images 
have movements in them so 
that even the kinesthetic 
learners enjoy going through 
the text. The sense of 
movement does away with 
the flatness of the medium 
and makes learners engrossed 
in the readings. Also visible 
and simple navigation 
buttons are needed for the 
children to go through easily. 

 In the first slide, which seems 
to be little unattractive, a 
small introductory note can 
be added at the centre of the 
slide. For instance - 
"Here is a story of three little 
pigs who left their mother 
and tried to stand on their 
feet. Lets see what happened 
to them...." 
This will also add some more 
reading material to the text. 

none at all 

Any other comment on 
Example 02 

The images can be slightly 
different from that of 
Example 01. This makes the 
learners think from multiple 
perspective. More effects in 
terms of background sounds 
of wind blowing (when the 
wolf blows the grass house) 
and other special sound 
effects can make the text 
interesting to the children. 

 Example02 is very appealing 
as far as the meaning of the 
text is concerned, i.e., the 
story. Except that the timing 
of the slide movement being 
little fast, there is hardly 
anything unappealing. But its 
usage within a reading 
session is less when 
compared to 
pre01.However,it seems to do 
best as a start-up activity or 
even as a summary, before or 
after a reading session, 
whichever is possible. 

 

General Comment The presentation has to be 
interactive and contributory 
in terms of the learners doing 

 A reading session can be 
successful if it is conducted 
well, keeping in mind the 

 



something in the 
presentation. The learners can 
put up their inputs. Pose 
questions. The presentation 
might have some pictures 
related to the mother talking 
to the kids then the picture of 
3 pigs walking and a wolf 
watching them... and so 
on....there must be more 
action and character oriented 
pictures. 
Learners can also post their 
comments on their ideas, new 
vocabulary usage and space 
can also be generated for 
their story reading blogs. 

required learner-outcomes. 
Various aids can be used to 
make the session more lively 
and joyful. And in this 
context, Audio-visuals are at 
par of any other learning 
materials. 
 
The two Examples, when 
used by proper planning 
would definitely add life to 
the complete session and may 
give better learner-outcomes 
in terms of perception and 
understanding. 

 
 



Step 1: Analyses of the relevance of sample Examples in 
language classroom 
 
Example 01 is expected to help in a read-aloud session. 
Example 02 is expected to help in a story-telling or read-along 
session. The story chosen is the same for both presentations. 
The necessary pre-condition is that children know how to read 
and most can be expected to keep pace either with the teacher 
or the narrator. In Example 01, the teacher sets the pace and 
looks for children keeping up with it. In Example 02, the focus 
is more on word stress and intonations – getting children to 
read with emotions. These are just example and not class-
specific presentations.  
 
From just the 4 assessments, we learn that each teacher has 
her/his own ideas for presentations. They have their own 
perceived notions of what their children like and don’t, what is 
the right way of using presentations as part of their teaching 
strategy and what their children are capable of. In short, just 
these four assessments can give us the first rule for designing 
presentations:  
 
Presentation rules are solely dictated by the instruction 
plan of the teacher. The design and implementation is 
correct if the desired instructional objective can be met.  
 
The only way to zero in on a presentation style is by critical 
observation. Observe children while they are viewing the 
presentation and find out what works, each time redefining 
your presentation style, making it better and better suited to 
your class.   
 

Step 2: Arrive at some considerations for text, images and 
audio in a presentation. 
 
Layout 
 

1. The layout must be conducive to the task on hand – 
what is the presentation supposed to achieve. (A very 
general sentence. How do you interpret it?) 

2. The layout has to be designed from the viewers 
(learners) point of view – presence or absence of 
headers, footers, images, navigation buttons, etc., are 
decided upon by considering their utility more than 
their aesthetic appeal. What is appealing to a teacher 
may become a distracter to the learner.   

3. Organise all elements along the eye-movement path – 
top to bottom, left to right (right to left if it was in Urdu 
or Arabic). Avoid placing new information on the lower 
left side. 

4. Assist the viewer with content organisation by visually 
structuring the screens with consistent headings, sub-
headings, and colours. If a slide is drastically different 
from the previous one, children will have to spend time 
to get used to the new layout. This may affect the 
communication.  

5. Choice of fonts and type size should make the screen 
appealing. They should not be too big or too small.  

 
Navigation 
 

1. A presentation is a teacher led activity. The teacher has 
something to show or get done and hence a 



presentation. The navigation scheme must suit the 
teacher and her instructional plan.  

2. Children are viewers.  They have nothing to do with the 
navigation. (Of course the scenario changes if the 
presentation is a self-learning package. We are not 
discussing this case here.) 

3. Pace of the slideshow should be suited to the children’s 
needs. Control (you choose when to go to the next 
slide) accommodates differing reading pace. It also 
allows you to permit children to stare at a visual.  

 
Text formatting 
 

1. Chunking of the text is needed. The exact chunk size – 
one bullet point; one phrase; one sentence; one 
paragraph … depends on the instructional need – what 
the teacher aims to achieve with the text.  

2. Text size and style are important considerations and 
depend on children’s reading abilities.  

3. It is easy to read text in sans-serif  
4. Text display techniques such as labelling, highlighting, 

and illustrations assist students in (a) the task of 
focussing on important points, (b) selectively 
processing the text.  

5. Depending on the context, short phrases or sentences 
offer better scanability than paragraphs.  

6. Depending on the context, tables and lists can be used 
to effectively summarise lengthy text. 

7. Colour can be used to distinguish between different 
kinds of information, highlighting and offering contrast. 
Too much colour can distract.  

8. Colour of the text is related to the colour of the 
background and the other interface elements. Too little 

contrast or too much of it makes reading difficult if not 
painful. 

Images 
 
1. Images have a huge role to play, but the role has to be 

understood very clearly.  
2. Images must contribute to the communication.  
3. Ensure that images used only for aesthetic appeal don’t 

distract attention or do not increase the time needed to 
make the presentation.  

4. Pictures can also have a compensatory use, helping 
poor readers decipher text using pictorial clues. 
You could point to pictures deliberately during the 
reading session.  

Audio 

1. The main benefit of audio is that it provides a channel 
that is separate from that of the display. 

2. When audio is selected as instructional media, use 
audio to reinforce the content, not as a sole carrier of 
the content. 

3. Unnecessary sound effects could become a distracter. 
You know sound is unnecessary when it comes in the 
way of communication or interferes with concentration. 
The best feedback is obtained by watching the faces of 
students.   



Overall characteristics of a classroom presentation 
 
Using presentations is a teacher centric technique. It helps teachers to structure the flow of content. The presentation or the teacher is 
the active communicator. Students are active listeners/observers/thinkers/processors of information. Presentations enhance listening 
skills and encourage thinking. They strengthen conceptual understanding and through the use of multi media, enhance communication 
or teaching.  However, the time spent on making them must be commensurate with the learning that is achieved.   
 
Presentations must 
 

1. be in conformity with the flow of instructional activity of the class 
2. enhance the learning environment – presenting a new content; reinforcing; or assessing students learning  
3. bring about learning – strengthen and extend students thinking 
4. be designed to impact all students.  
 

 
Finally, a classroom presentation needs projection systems –computer + LCD projector and a darkened classroom. The planning must 
include detailing out expected learners’ behaviour during and after the presentation.  
 
 
 


